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A characteristic feature of agriculture in the Province of Pomerania is a relatively favorable
farm size structure compared to that in the remaining part of the country as well as relatively
high soil and labor productivity.

However, in view of the competition requirements of the European Union, it is necessary to
increase the size of the farms. Large areas of land belonging to the State Treasury offer a
chance of that.

Due to an ongoing slump and lack of system solutions in Polish agriculture, even large, well-
equipped and efficient farms have difficulties selling grain, beet, rape and pigs. As a result,
the economic condition of many farms and agro-food processing plants is endangered and
unstable.

The majority of small and middle-size agro-food processing plants are of local importance;
they are an important and desirable element of the economy.

In suburban and tourist-attracting areas, the budgets of rural families are aided with income
from extra agricultural sources. In some rural areas, the levels of citizens' activity and
entrepreneurship are too low.

Diversification and disproportion in the development of rural areas become more and more
intense. The situation in rural areas, inhabited by over 31% of the province's population and
occupying 94% of its area, is a consequence of the internal diversification of the region.
Coastal areas and those in the direct vicinity of the Tri-City are in a relatively good position.
On the other hand, over 75% of the province's area is, practically speaking, outside the reach
of beneficial economic influence of the Tri-City agglomeration.

Relatively small towns are developing much slower and, in many cases, they themselves are
suffering from economic recession. In this situation, they cannot act as local driving forces of
development. As from the beginning of the 1980's, a 'jobless growth' has been observed in the
region, consisting in the lack of a reaction of the unemployment level to a relative
improvement of the economic situation.

More than 55% of rural inhabitants are not involved in agriculture but are employed in
services and industry.

Spatial diversity is also reflected in the provision of technical infrastructure (including
telecommunications and computer network) in rural municipalities. The percentage of
households provided with water mains in those municipalities is 81.9%, those with drainage
17.8%. The number of telephone subscribers is 100.4 per 1000 rural inhabitants, with the
average in the province being 298.5.

Unemployment is tending to become permanent, economic slump, social pathology and
frustration in areas are particularly dangerous.

Special concentration of problems - areas previously belonging to state-owned farms



Areas at which former state-owned farms played a dominant economic and social role cover
more than 50% of the province's area.

The fall of state-owned farms which was due to the consequences of a change of the system in
Poland resulted in the hand-over of land to the Agricultural Property State Treasury Agency
which is responsible for the privatization and utilization of assets and land of former state-
owned farms and to some extent for the maintenance of municipal infrastructure (apartments,
water mains, drainage etc.).

The winding up of state-owned farms which used to be one of the biggest employers in the
majority of rural municipalities in the province resulted not only in the rural population
having lost their jobs but also in the loss of the entire package of social performances which
were a significant addition to income from work.

For the municipalities, the winding up of state-owned farms meant the loss of income from
taxes, growing expenditure on social aid, the need to cover the costs of maintenance of
municipal infrastructure and the like.

In order to comprehend the implications of the winding up process of state-owned farms, one
should consider the following issues:

e the post-state-owned farm housing estate was not a traditional village with its own
identity and settlement continuity. Rather, such a housing estate was a 'bedroom' for
farm employees who came from various regions of Poland. Hence, the term 'post-
state-owned farm housing estate' should be used rather than the term 'village.'

e the state-owned farm, by way of a system of performances which were social in nature
(free créche, playgroup, transport, food, organization of free time and the like)
regulated the entire life of its employees thus depriving them of responsibility and
resourcefulness. Professional qualifications of farm workers were poor and so was
their education. What made the situation worse was poor work ethos and social
approval.

e as a consequence of the fall of state-owned farms the majority of the workers became
unemployed and, subsequently, they joined a group of municipal social aid
beneficiaries.

e remote location and a diminishing public transport network aggravate existing
problems;

e the process of 'poverty inheriting' is observable;
e the situation of local communities in post-state-owned farm housing estates is more

like that in areas struck with the consequences of winding up and reconstruction of
industry.
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