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Kalmar County

Since long back in history the strategic position at the Baltic Sea and close relations with the Baltic States
have had a great influence on trade and shipping within the region. This advantage becomes more
interesting as the links between the European countries are strengthened. A well functionally co-
operation between companies and authorities prepares the Baltic States to adapt to new conditions, and
also to speed up a development aiming for a membership in the European Union.

Area and population

With an area of 11 171 km2, Kalmar County covers 2,7 percent of all land in Sweden.

By the end of 1998, Kalmar County had approx. 241 000 inhabitants, which is equal to 2,7 percent of the
Swedish population. The density in Kalmar County is the same as the Swedish average, 22
inhabitants/km2. Largest city is Kalmar, the seat of the provincial government (approx. 60 000
inhabitants).

Nature, a most important asset

Several unigue archipelagos break the long coastline. A grand view over forest panoramas, open
landscapes, mountains and valleys together with countless numbers of lakes and streams makes this
region to an exciting surroundings to live in. At the same time all this resources becomes a most valuable
asset for tourism. An attraction in particular is Oland, the "Island of sun and winds", which is linked to
the mainland by one of the largest bridges in Europe.

Long industrial tradition

By devoted work of many people Kalmar County has developed a long industrial tradition. Co-operation,
skill, rich power of invention, and of course a strong believe for the future, are characteristic features
which guarantee a solid platform for new business starts of different kind.

Inside the county you'll find famous companies as Electrolux, Saab-Scania, Adtranz, Orrefors, Gunnebo
and many other. The art of engineering is still basic for the industry. Many of the companies’ dates back
to local small smithies around the iron mills. Wood, glass and furniture's, along with fishing, trade and
shipping are also by tradition important branches. Nowadays an increasing number of small and medium
sized enterprises, specialized in service, electronics or computers, complete the industrial life of Kalmar
County.

Good Communications

The region has well-developed communications on land, at sea and in the air. The highway E22 is
crossing the landscape and is functioning as an artery for the entire southeast region of Sweden. The
airport offers both domestic and international flights daily to all major cities in Europe. There is also
some smaller airports for regional and national traffic. Ferry for passengers, cars and lorries departures
daily for Gotland from Oskarshamn, the biggest harbour in the region. A railway between Kalmar and
Gothenburg connects the Swedish east coast to the west coast, and in Alvesta you cross the main railway
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to Stockholm and Malmé. Since 1996 there is also trains from Kalmar to Linkoping, and further on to
Stockholm.

Education

For many years there has been a strategic new approach in dimensioning higher education in order to
match demands from labour market today and tomorrow. The University of Kalmar expands constantly,
and both new and important resources for research are added.

Attractive areas for tourism

Kalmar County is one of the most attractive areas for tourism in Sweden. Most visitors go to Oland and
its unique nature. The "Kingdom of Glass" has its tremendous creativity. The world of Astrid Lindgren in
Vimmerby attracts children of all ages. Kalmar Castle with its origin in the medieval Hansa Union lets
you experience the life of kings, knights, tradesmen and peasants in the old days. Finally, the fabulous
beautiful archipelagos of Tjust or Misterhult give you a real sense of divine presence in the nature. Very
popular events in summer are for example the Rock festival in Hultsfred, or the Song festival in
Vastervik.

Geography and Natural Resources, The County of Kalmar

The county of Kalmar is one of three counties in the province of Smaland, in southern Sweden. The
geographic location brings closeness to the continent.
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Trade and business (tourism), Employment, Education level, The County of
Kalmar
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colleges.
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Demography / flow of people, The County of Kalmar
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Living, public services, commercial services, The County of Kalmar
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Social economy, democracy, The County of Kalmar
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Infrastructure (electricity and water), The County of Kalmar
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